



Dear Parishioners, 
As you know, St. Joseph School has been experiencing a consistent decline of students for the past ten years.  This reduction in the student body has subsequently caused a corresponding increase in the subsidy to the school.  Even in this last year with the arrival of the “Semester Free Guarantee” and the Government Voucher Program, we have still witnessed the dwindling of our student enrollment. 
After receiving input from the Strategic Planning Committee, the school superintendent, the other two La Porte pastors and the Priest’s Council, I met with the Parish Pastoral Council on Tuesday, October 11, 2011 and received from them, by a majority vote, the recommendation to close the school at the end of this academic year.  I accepted their recommendation and presented it to the Bishop who has agreed to the closure of the school.      
I, myself, have struggled, prayed and sought guidance regarding the issue of the school.  The difficulty of this decision weighs heavily upon my heart.  There are some among us who are of the opinion that I am not distressed by this outcome.   I can only state once again that this decision has laid upon me a great sorrow, but one that I know will ultimately lead to better approach to stewardship and a flourishing of our parish community.  
I want to personally thank those who have worked so faithfully for the development and mission of our school, particularly our dedicated principal, teachers and staff.  It is my hope that we can model appropriate closure for the sake of our children and thereby teach them the ability to celebrate, even in a moment of difficulty and loss.  
I invite you to please read the letter from Bishop Dale Melczek, which accompanies this letter.  

Yours in Christ, 
Rev. David W. Kime. 
